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SESSION 2

COMPOSING AND COMMUNICATING MEANING: EXTENDED WRITING TASK

DIRECTIONS

You will have 85 minutes in which to write a response to the extended writing topic below and to
transfer your response to your ANSWER BOOKLET. Organize your time in the manner that works
best for you. Do not feel you need to fill every page of your ANSWER BOOKLET.

You may use pages 8 through 13 in this booklet for notes, freewriting, outlining, clustering, or writing
your rough draft, but any writing you want scored for Session 2 must start on page 9 of your
ANSWER BOOKLET. Nothing written in this test booklet will be scored.

The scoring guide that will be used to score your paper is on the back page of this test booklet.
You may want to review it prior to writing your response. The final copy of this paper will be
scored as polished writing, so you should give careful thought to revision (rethinking ideas) and
polishing (editing and proofreading).

You may use a dictionary, thesaurus, spelling book, and/or grammar book at any time. Wristwatch
alarms may NOT be used during the test.

EXTENDED WRITING TOPIC

As we grow, our perspectives change. Write a paper in which you examine what it means to
be mature.

You might, for example, do one of the following:

describe adult expectations that have been placed upon you
OR 4
compare your life now with your life as a child
: OR
argue that children in our society are forced to grow up too quickly, or the opposite,
that they are not allowed to grow up quickly enough
OR
consider an experience you had that made you more mature
OR
take any of several other approaches to discussing this idea.

Your audience will be interested adult readers who may not have read your writing from Session 1.

DO NOT GO ON UNTIL TOLD TO DO SO
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Scoring Guide for the High School Test in Writing

Readers use these rubrics (holistic scorepoint descriptions) as guides when they score your writing.

Session 2

4

The writing is engaging, original, clear, and focused. Ideas and content are richly developed and
supported by details and examples where appropriate. Control of organization and transitions move
the reader easily through the text. The voice and tone are authentic and compelling. Control of
language and skillful use of writing conventions contribute to the effect of the presentation.

The writing is generally clear, focused, and well-developed. Examples and details support ideas and
content where appropriate. The presentation is generally coherent, and its organizational structure is
functional. The voice, tone, diction, and sentence structure support meaning. Use of writing
conventions is not distracting.

The writing has some focus and support. Ideas and content may be developed with limited details
and examples. The presentation shows some evidence of structure, but it may be artificial or only
partially successful. The tone may be inappropriate or the voice uneven. Sentence structure and
diction are generally correct but rudimentary. Limited control of writing conventions may interfere
with meaning some of the time.

The writing has little focus and development. Ideas and content are supported by few, if any,
details and examples. There is little discernible shape or direction. The writing demonstrates no
control over voice and tone. Faulty sentence structure and limited vocabulary interfere with
understanding. Limited control of writing conventions (such as spelling, grammar/usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and/or indentation) makes the writing difficult to read.
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Begin writing SESSION 2 on this page.
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Score Point 1

The student attempts to address many issues. There is little focus or development.

IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE BACK OF THIS PAGE.
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE BACK OF THIS PAGE.
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Score Point 1

This writer demonstrates little control over voice and content. Ideas are presented as
generalizations. The student attempts to support the idea that maturity is passed down from
parents by arguing, but is not successful. The response loses focus shortly thereafter.
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE. *=
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Score Point 1

The student focuses on how he is different now than when he was young. The
ideas presented have no examples for support. The vocabulary is elementary and
the grammar sometimes confusing.

IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE BACK OF THIS PAGE.
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE BACK OF THIS PAGE.



HST in Writing: Session 2 | Page8 e
2 2 2 2 2 222 22 22 22 2_C
-

-_

Score Point 2 —

This low 2 response contains limited development of ideas and lacks transitions :

between ideas. The writer does, however, remain focused. —_—
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE. *=
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IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE BACK OF THIS PAGE.
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Score Point 2

The response attempts to cover multiple issues without success. There is little 1
discernable organization which confuses the reader.

IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE NEXT PAGE.
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Score Point 2

There are some nice similes and metaphors in this high 2 response, but there is also some very
awkward phrasing. It is not adequately developed and the lack of transitions between ideas

causes the reader some confusion.
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Score Point 2

The student presents three ideas in the introduction; however, the development of
these ideas is superficial. Concrete examples are needed for a higher score.

IF YOU NEED MORE SPACE, CONTINUE ON THE BACK OF THIS PAGE.
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Score Point 3

This student presents several situations in which maturity is demonstrated, but does not
successfully tie them together. A better command of transitions would add to the cohesion
of his/her ideas in this low 3 response.
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Score Point 3

This is an adequate essay focusing on how experiences shape maturity. The
introduction and conclusion are well written using imagery. The body lacks
development keeping this response to a score point 3.
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Score Point 4

The student presents an original outlook on parents’ expectations as one grows
older in an organized essay. The voice and writing ability demonstrated
compensate for the sometimes general examples given.
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Score Point 4

The writer describes adult expectations that have been placed on him/her. The response is
focused, organized, and well developed. The sentence structure is varied and mature, and
the writer demonstrates authentic voice.
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Score Point 4

The student focuses on his/her mother’s illness and its effect on the student’s life.
The response is organized with details. Word choice and voice give character to
the story. The student adds insight to his/her growth giving closure to the story.
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